Primary cerebellar germinomas of the posterior fossa.
Primary cerebellar germinomas, in the absence of germ-cell tumours outside the nervous system or elsewhere in the cranial cavity and CSF pathways, are exceptional; only two previous cases have been reported in the literature. Two personal observations are described from our 20-year records of intra-axial posterior fossa tumours. The patients were a 32-year-old man and a 17-year-old woman with a clinical history of posterior fossa tumour, studied by computed tomography. The first patient with slight cerebellar signs had a small right hemispheric cerebellar tumour, and the other had a left cerebellar mass with hydrocephalus and progressive intracranial hypertension. Both were treated by tumour removal and irradiation to the whole posterior fossa. The survival times were 58 and 49 months, respectively. The diagnosis of primary cerebellar germinoma cannot be suspected before pathological confirmation. The clinical, neuroradiological and surgical findings are non-specific and quite similar to those of other malignant cerebellar tumours, such as anaplastic gliomas or metastases. Surgery and radiotherapy ensure adequate tumour control in the early stages; cases of recurrence or disseminated disease may be treated by irradiation and chemotherapy.